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“A veritable kaleidoscope of larger-than-life personalities shines across these pages with joy and humour, with sadness and sorrow, and with everything in between.” 

For much of the twentieth century, Buckerfi eld’s Feeds, Seeds, and Fertilizers was a household name 

throughout British Columbia. However, little is known of the Buckerfi eld family — Ernest, who built 

his business empire from nothing, or his wife Amy, a long-time director and president of  the Vancouver 

Symphony Society and active member of Vancouver’s arts community.
Mary Buckerfi eld White, their only child, has fi nally told their story — and many many more. Using 

her and husband Victor’s life stories as a narrative thread, she recounts in vivid detail the stories of her 

family, beginning with their arrival in Vancouver in the early, wildly expansionist years of the last century.

� e Buckerfi eld home was a busy place, and the author treats the readers to amusing and insightful 

cameo appearances by a diverse group of colourful guests, including Leonard Bernstein, C.D. Howe, Jan Cherniavsky, Dr. Wallace 

Wilson and Ethel Wilson, Dylan � omas, Dame Joan Sutherland, and Sir John and Lady Evelyn Barbarolli. We also meet equally 

engaging but lesser known individuals and family members, each with their own entertaining tales. And then there are the stories of 

everyday life chronicling the successes, quiet pleasures, setbacks, and sorrows — all artfully told with enthusiasm and perception.

“Mary’s eye for detail brings to life not only her remarkable father Ernest, an innovative and leading businessman of his day in Canada, but also 

her equally remarkable mother Amy, a woman of the arts through whom Mary met and knew many world-renowned artists from the musical 

sphere. Also her equally remarkable and talented husband Victor who dedicated himself to bringing orchestral music to young people and old 

throughout the province. Mary’s story is also a tapestry of the city on Vancouver’s early history, for the Buckerfi eld family and Vancouver in a 

sense grew up along parallel lines, each enriched in its own way with the ups and downs that are inevitable ingredients of lives well lived.”

 

— from the foreword by Stuart Clyne, Q.C. 

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O RMary Buckerfi eld White has lived almost all her life in 
Vancouver. Born in 1923, she grew up in the then semi-rural 
neighbourhood of south Kerrisdale. After graduating from 
UBC, she worked for Children’s Aid and at a number of other 
jobs before marrying opera singer Victor White. The next 
few decades were busy with family and Victor, who was 
manager of the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra. In her later 
years, Mary has fulfi lled two of her goals — to become a 
grandmother and to preserve in print the countless stories 
of her life and her fascinating family. An active senior, Mary 
makes her home in Kerrisdale.
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